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N EXHIBITION at
the Australian
Centre for Con-

lemporary Art in Squth
Yarra gives free reign 1o
seven artists’ versions of
Austraiian historv.

From a wall of photo-
graphs of womcen prison-
ers with shaven heads lak-
en in the 1920s. to a
garden bed that mixes cx-
oti¢ and native plants, the
cxhibition is designed 10
chaltenge the European in-
terpretation of Australia.

H also includes a narra-
tive by Aboriginal artist
Gordon Bennett.
grew up in the suburbs
thinking he was white. and
only realising as a leenager

that the racist taunis of his |

friends were directed at
him.
Bennett’'s work also

touches on the resistance |

experienced by the conti-
nent’s early cxplorers

while trving o contact the
Aborigines. when their.

lives depended on lcarn-
ing survival skills.

%
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Annc  Graham's mug
shots of fcmale prisoners.
originally taken in a Dar-
winian attempt to put to-
gether o profife of the
criminal mind. show
shaven hcads and scowl-
ing. defiant toaks,

St Kilda artist John
Wolscley's work uses the
Botanic Gardens 1o allow

viewers 10 look 2t the
plants and trees that he
2% - i

has spent most of his dife

scouring the continent 1o
record.

“Joha's work is particu-
larly interesting because
vou'v e got u sextant there.
somcething vou can hiddle
with and vou can enjoy
and ' about geology and
hotany, it’s ghout the in-
wersection of conlempo-
rary art and personal his-
tories, and that's what's

Juxtaposition: Jocal artist Lauren Berkowitz is one
of seven artists whose work portrays a different view
of Australian history. Picture: VALERIU CAMPAN ¢ viis

good about this show -t
provides o new view of
history.” suid the centre’s

administrater. Jeanifer
Colhen.
Artist lLaurcen

Berkowitz, from South
Yuarra. has planted a gar-
den where natives staad
alongside pansics, & repre-
sentation of the imposi-
tion of Furopcan culture
on an unsy mpathetic land.




