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David Cross




Viscous

Viscous is a performance by artist
David Cross that attempts to chal-
lenge the ways in which we engage
and come to know the human body. In
the tradition of extreme physical per-
formance art of the 70s Cross will
‘perform’ 8 hours a day over five days
in a tightly confined space. This space
is a specially constructed elongated
hollow timber rectangle, reminiscent
of minimal sculpture from the 60s.
The audience may interact and com-
‘municate with Cross as he moves up
and down the box on a trolley sys-
tem. Although viewers cannot see his
body except for the odd glimpse
through the slots in the box, it is pos-
sible to sense it otherwise, hearing
the trolley run up and down the box,
hearing the artist's breathing.

In this way Viscous examines the role
of senses other than sight in con-
structing our knowledge of a body or
even confirming something as subtle
as ‘human presence’.

But it also examines historical
changes in the perception of mas-
culinity, intervening in the construction
of the heroic male figure understoou
through the conventions of 1970s
Body Art including works by Vito
Acconci or Chris Burden where the
artists lived beneath the gallery floor
or high on a shelf in the gallery for
the exhibition period.

In this extreme performance over the
period of a week, Cross tests his own
physical endurance and references
these formal developments in sculp- -
ture and perfromance art but also —
and most importantly — confronts the
viewer with a shocking, revelatory
experience. mm e

The Sydney Morning Herald art critic
Bruce James described the work as
‘the most unsettling, indeed horrific,
performance work I've ever wit-
nessed, not because it involved
inflicted violence, endured pain or the
mistreatment of animals, but because

everything about it operates upon
one's perceptions to create curiosity,
and reward curiosity with fear, or at
least a sense of insidiousness’.

So while seeing may not always be
believing, we should nonetheless be
compelled to see il for ourselves.

Select Exhibitions

2000 Toilet Break (video), with Dean Milson
and Stuart Geddes, part of blink Australian
Centre of Contemporary Art, Melbourne

2000 Studio Anybody promotional video (per-
formance), AGldeas conference, Melbourne
1999 Viscous (performance/ installation),
Australian Perspecta 99, The Performance
Space, Sydney

1998 Ball (with Jason Keats), Western Oval
Football Ground, Next Wave Festival,
Melbourne

1998 Palimpsest (video/ installation), Span
Galleries, Melbourne

1998 5 minutes from Everywhere (book project
with Mark Bradford), Dialogue, Words for Type
issue, pp 22-29

1996 Silences (performance/ installation, with
Performance Art is Dead), Linden Gallery,
Melbourne

1996 Look/ Cum/ Donor (performance/site spe-
cific installation with Performance Art is Dead),
Hindmarsh Roller Skating Rink, Adelaide

1995 Flesh Back Bare (performance/ video/
installation with Performance Art Is Dead), The
Cow Palace, North Melbourne

1994 99 cents (performance), Cnr 5th Avenue
and 49th Street, New York

1994 Your Burning Gaze (installation/ perfor-
mance), Making Sense Contemporary
Artspace, North Melbourne .
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