Workmg on first stage: Richard Francis- }ones right, with partners Geoff Crocker, left, and JeffMorehen of FJMTArchntects

that extends from' Hamer Hall ‘down the rear.
.of the:theatres:building and parallel with the
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Australian Ballet building. The ramp would
then sweep into Stuart Street on the west wide
of the NGV garden wall.

The plan also suggests opening up the NGV
sculpture garden at the rear of the gallery, as
well as creating new spaces where visitors can
. watch ballet dancers and musicians rehearse
through windows.

Building on Melbourne’s cultural reputation: Artist’s impression of the planned precinct

Richard Francis-Jones of FIMT Architects,
which is working on the first stage of the
proposal, says one of the positives about the
cultural redevelopment is that most of the key
buildings are already there.

*“This was a truly remarkable series of arts
buildings concentrated on the south of the
river which Roy Grounds realised. It was quite
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‘A visionary plan (that)
will define Melbourne’s
cultural heart for the
next 50 years’

Carrillo Gantner,
Victorian Arts Centre Trust president

visionary for Victoria and for the nation,”
Francis-Jones says. “‘But 50 years is a long
time, and the needs and requirements for an
arts centre change enormously, not only in the
diversity of what the city demands bu
technically what’s required.

“These sorts of facilities need to be looked
at again because they represent a great
investment on behalf of the city. The arts
centre in particular needs a sense of revitalis-
tation to realise its value as a cultural asset o
the city.”

Arts Centre chief executive Tim Jacobs says
a town planning response to Melbourne’s
blossoming Southbank is greatly needed.

More people would:be attracted to the area,
particularly on. weekends, he argues, and
therefore theigzexposure to the arts would
be increased.

“A project like this allows you to reinvent
existing facilities, but it could also be that you
build a broader, more diverse audience with
what you're able to do,”” he says. “Melbourne
has this unique potential to develop a critical
mass between the cultural institutions and the
way the public accesses them.

““The Arts Centre, the ABC, the Malthouse,
the NGV and al the others, if you could
conceive them as an integrated facility or area,
you would have such potential to capture
energy and creativity.””

The state Government’s $5 million invest-
ment in moving the project from a set of clever
ideas to a thoughtful business plan and
architects” drawings will require deter-
mination on the part of some politicians and
arts bureaucrats.

““None of these projects get up just because
someone like me thinks it’s time,”” Jacobs
says. ““In the end, the case has got to be
rigorous and compelling.”’




