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Gallery joint venture boosts contemporary art

Monash Univetsity has joined forces
with the Australian Centre for Con.
temporary Art (ACCA) In South Yarrs
in a new joint management initiative
that will boost Awtralian contempo-
Tary mh

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Mal Logan, who also is Chairman of
the Board of ACCA, described the
move m exciting,

“The agreement is bwsed on the
recognition of existng commaon
interests between the two gelleries,
and can only stand 1o benefit Aws-
tralian contemporary ary,” he said.

Professor Logan will continue as
chairman, but the Board will remein
independent.

The Ditector of the Monmsh Uni-
versity Gallery, Ms Jenepher Duncan,
will retain her current position, while
also becoming director ol ACGA.
Monmsh Gallery stafl will divide their
time between ACCA and the Monash
Gallery.

“This move will stabilise the
future of ACCA & a national institu-
tion. ACCA will continue lo provide a
forum for ideas aboul contemporary
art in Australia,” said Ms Duncen.

The two galleries would retain
their own identitics, programs and
contributiona, “It is important to
emphasise that the exhibiton pro-
grams are quite separate - ACCA I
not funcdoning as an extension of
Monssh Gallery,” said Ms Duncan.

Part of her work at the gallery will
be 10 consolidate the directions act
up by former diroctor, Grazia Gunn.

Although both gallerics ate
aimed st (he general puldic, Monash
GaDery alio has more of an educa.
tonal role, as well as contribuling
role to art documentation.

“ACCA is more aboul providing
artists with opportunities not given
clsewhere, It focuses on experimen.
tal art and a freedom (o mowe both
conceptually and formally,” she said.

Some of the ancillary events at
the Monash Gallery, such a4 public
lectures, screenings mnd forums, ray
also be held at ACCA

“The joint initlative demonsirates
Monmh's continuing commitment o
the development of Australian arw,”
aaid Ms Duncan, citing Playbox The.
atre as snother example of the uni-
versity's involvement in the area
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